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On Saturday, November 14th, we filled our moving truck with generous food 
donations from shoppers at Darrenkamp‟s Elizabethtown Market and Karn‟s 
Quality Foods in Hershey.  We distributed the donations to the Elizabethtown 
Food Bank and The Hershey Food Bank.  Even the John Smith Team Happy 
House had a great time collecting food! Thank you for sharing the blessings of 
Thanksgiving with others in our community. 

 
 
 

Home Matters 
Your John Smith Team Newsletter 

December 2009 

Elizabethtown (717) 367-2400                                   www.JohnSmithTeam.com                Hershey (717) 533-1100 
Happy Holidays clients and friends! It is hard to believe that 2009 is rapidly coming to a close. 
The entire team at the John Smith Real Estate Group would like to extend warm wishes for a 
happy and healthy and joyful holiday season with family and friends.  As always, we are 
sincerely grateful for your referrals now and throughout the coming year. 

Warmest regards, John and Eileen Smith and Team 

 

 

  John Smith Team Food Bank 

Home Matters 
Your John Smith Team Newsletter 

December 2008 

Elizabethtown (717) 367-2400                                        www.JohnSmithTeam.com                    Hershey (717) 533-1100 

Happy Holidays clients and friends!  It is hard to believe that 2008 is rapidly coming to a close.  The entire 

team at the John Smith Real Estate Group would like to extend warm wishes for a happy, healthy and joyful 

holiday season  with family and friends.             

                                  Warmest regards, John and Eileen Smith 

and Team 

MARKET UPDATE FROM JOHN 

 It has been a challenging year for home sellers in Central Pa, however it is not a time to panic despite what 
you might hear in the media.  This December, interest rates have dropped as low as 5% fixed for 30 years with 0 
points!  The selection of homes for buyers is excellent , and through the years, real estate has consistently been a 
valuable investment.   
 A surprising statistic is that prices of sold homes are up 59.5% since late fall 1998, when the average home 
sold for $118,146.  The average price of homes sold has fallen only 0.5% so far in 2008.  The median price for homes 
sold in 2008 in Central Pa was $174,900 compared to $175,900 in 2007.  
 I began my real estate career in 1981 when interest rates were 17%!  We experienced another down turn in 
the market in the early 90‟s, and today our current economic conditions present yet another challenge.  However, our 
years of experience tell us that the market will rebound, and that home ownership will always be a  worthy investment 
for you and your family.   
 Our experience and reputation for integrity, service and results is what sets us apart in the marketplace.  We 
are here to answer any real estate  questions you might have and to assist you in any way. 
  

  

Inside this issue: 

  Market Update  
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      ~ Food Bank 
      ~ Holiday Parade 
      ~ Toy Bank 
      ~ The “Giving Tree” 

 Our Website Just Got  
Better! 

  November  Dinner For 
Two  Winner 

  We Need Your Help… 

 On Saturday, November 19th, we filled  our moving truck with 
generous food donations from shoppers at Darrenkamp‟s 
Elizabethtown Market and Karn‟s Quality Foods in  Hershey.  We 
distributed the  donations to the  Elizabethtown Food Bank and The 
Hershey Food Bank.  Even the John Smith Team Happy House had a 
great time collecting food! Thank you for sharing the blessings of 

Thanksgiving with others in our  community. 

                     TEAM COMMUNITY NEWS...Because we care! 

    John Smith Team Food Bank 
On Friday, December 5th, our team participated in the  

Elizabethtown   Holiday   Parade.  Happy House was again a big 

hit, as she was at The Elizabethtown Fair last  summer.  It was 

great to see so many  familiar faces of our friends and clients as 

we strolled down  Market Street  giving candy canes to the little 

ones and  exchanging Christmas greetings. 

The Elizabethtown Holiday Parade 

John Smith Team Toy Bank  

December 20th kicked off our 13th year of       
collecting toys to bring joy to area children for 
Christmas. We were located at the Hershey and 
Elizabethtown K-Marts.  Your generous donations 

Visit our website 

to enter to win a  

32 inch SONY 

FLAT SCREEN 

TV! 
 

 

It’s our pleasure to 

 serve you! 

MARKET UPDATE FROM JOHN 

 
According to a report released November 20, 2009 by the Lancaster County Association of Realtors (LCAR), 
home sales for the month of October increased 24.2 percent compared to October of 2008 and pending home 
sales jumped 26.0%. Sales numbers indicate homes that went to settlement during the month of October, and 
pending sales reflect homes that went under contract during the month. In October 2009, 462 homes were sold 
and 392 went under agreement; this compares to 372 sales in October of 2008 and 311 pending sales. 
 
Homes that sold in October of 2009 did so at a faster pace than 2008. In October 2009, 42.9% of the sales 
were on the market less than 30 days, compared to 35.9% in October 2008. New listings for October 
decreased 2.0% from 693 in 2008 to 679 in 2009. The extension and expansion of the original home buyers’ 
tax credit that was set to expire November 30

th
 is great news for consumers, both first-time and repeat buyers. 

When you combine low mortgage rates with very favorable affordability conditions, a great supply of homes in 
all price ranges and the added bonus of the $6,500 or $8,000 tax credit, it is truly an unprecedented time to buy 
a home.  
 
The National Associated of Realtors forecasts that 2010 home sales are expected to increase 15% over 2009. 
There will also be improvement in the mid- and high-priced markets similar to what we have seen thus far in the 
lower end, first time market due to the expanded tax credit. The $6,500 move–up tax credit applies to buyers 
who meet the following criteria: they have owned and lived in their previous home for 5 consecutives years out 
of the last 8 years, the home was purchased after November 6, 2009 and on or before April 30, 2010, and a 
single taxpayer has an income up to $125,000 or a married couple has an income up to $225,000.  

  

  

TEAM COMMUNITY NEWS... Because we care! 

  John Smith Team Toy Bank 

December 12th kicked off our 14th year of collecting toys to bring joy to 
area children for Christmas. We were located at the Elizabethtown and 
Hershey K-Marts. Your generous donations were much appreciated and 
were delivered to the children at The Children‟s Playroom of Lancaster 
County, The Bethesda Mission and Water Street Rescue Mission. Thank 
you all for opening your hearts this Christmas! 

  

 

Check out our NEW website! Visit:  www.JohnSmithTeam.com 

Check out our open house schedule by clicking on the „Open 
Houses‟ tab on our website. You can view both inside and 
outside pictures of the featured homes. 

 

Weekly Open Houses Neighborhood Report 

If you are interested in finding out what home values are doing in your neighborhood for 
2010, we have an easy solution. Simply email me at John@JohnSmithTeam.com for your 

copy of the market report that will show your neighborhood statistics.           

mailto:John@JohnSmithTeam.com

